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Sponsor - SNG Barratt Gordon & Marie Elley - 1969 E-Type (S2)
This story is long overdue. Graham 
has politely reminded me on many 
occasions, that I had said I would tell my 
New Members story. I think in resent 
time’s he has given up and decided I was 
never going to do it. 
I got my first E Type in 1963. That would 
make it a Series 1. It was white and my 
pride and joy. 
It was powered by batteries (way ahead 
of its time) and I was 6 years old. It was 
about a foot long and had a long wire 
attached with a hand controller that 
enabled it to go forwards, backwards 
and steer left and right. 
Around this time, a family friend 
had a real Jaguar, and I got to ride 
in it from time to time. I remember 
being impressed with how nice it was 
compared to our family Zepher 6. I 
particularly liked the dashboard with all 
the gauges and switches and the leather 
interior. 
My second E Type Jaguar, is a 1969 
Regency Red Series II 2+2, purchased 
three years ago. 
An E Type was always on my bucket list of 
cars and when Marie and I were walking 
our dog one sunny Sunday morning 
and a Series III Roadster drove past, she 
made the comment “That looks nice”. 
Unknown to her at the time, I banked 
that thought, and almost immediately 
started looking at ads for E Type’s to get 
an idea how much one might be. 

Not long after this I joined our club, 
even though at the time, I did not own a 
Jag, thinking it would be a good way to 
understand how to go about the process, 
and what to look for when purchasing 
one. I read as much as I could and got 
a lot of support and information from 
members, which helped me with the 
decision in buying our current car. 
A Roadster was what my head was 
saying but the budget was pointing to 
a fixed head and probably a Series II. 
After a lot of research, and knowing the 
budget, I started to understand what I 
was looking at. Not a lot of options! 

I found a car in Cairnes Qld that ticked 
most of the boxes and I talked to the 
owner for a few weeks before getting 
some advice from club members that the 
story and the numbers did not stack up. 
Back to the drawing board. 
I then found a car that was in Bowral 
in the Southern Highland of NSW, that 
looked the part. Only problem was it was 
now the height of Covid and that I could 
travel to NSW to see it, but I would not 
be able to get back into SA at the time. 
After lot of phone calls, emails, looking 
at photos etc Nick, the seller, asked if it 
would help if I saw a video of the car. I 
of course said yes. Nick sent me a link 
to an TV episode of “Classic Restows” 
that featured his car, for half of the 
programme. 
If you are interested to view the episode, 
type in, “Classic Restos E Type Jaguar”, 
and then go to, “Videos classics from 
Jaguar & Mercedes Benz Classic Restos”. 
I was sold. So, with a bit of negotiating, 
I committed, subject to getting it 
inspected by a local Specialist European 
Car Repairer. I wanted someone to look 
at the car and tell me what the car was 
really like.  The inspection came back 
with a list of minor problems and things 
that were not quite right but did not tell 
me how the car presented. I phoned and 
asked the question, and the answer was 
“Oh what a great car and worth buying” 
The deal was done and two weeks later, I 
first saw the car being backed out of the 
back of a truck. 

Gordon & Marie Elley, 1969 Red 4.2 litre E-Type (2+2) Series 2 (Birdwood)

Photo: Diamond Anniversary Mt Gambier 2022 (deferred 1 year due to Covid)
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That was just on three years ago, as I 
write this. This was only the second car 
that I looked at and purchased sight 
unseen. 
I am the 4th owner, it came with its 
complete life history including its 
original Bill of Sale, sold to a Mr L C Yates 
of Riverdale, by Southern Sports Car 
Centre, Atlanta Georgia for $7,273.00 on 
the 1st of Oct 1969. 
Also included were the original books 
including Operating, Maintenance and 
Service Handbooks in their original 
holders, and Owners Identification Plate 
(a dog tag like plate with the owners’ 
details stamped into it, used for service 
and warranty, from new) 
The car was manufactured with 
factory power steering and factory air 
conditioning.  
Prior to purchasing the car, I organised 
for the Heritage Trust Certificate to be 
sent out and this confirmed it was a 
matching number car. It was despatched 
on 25th June 1969 to British Leyland 
New York. Interesting that the car I was 
interested in Cairns, its body number 
was only 3 numbers different to the body 
number of my car, so the bodies were 
very close in production. 
The second owner was Ross from 
Victoria who imported it to Australia 
in July 2006. Ross then sent it to Mike 
Roddy in Melbourne in 2007 where 
it underwent a comprehensive and 
complete restoration including, engine 
reconditioning, blue printing and 

balancing, Getrag 5 speed gearbox and 
new clutch, LSD fitted and recondition 
of the rear end and a complete interior 
replacement. All with receipts and 
description of work done, I spoke to 
Mike Roddy, and he could remember 
the car. I was told he did the conversion 
to RHD, but he could not remember 
doing this. 
When it was converted to RHD it 
appears they could not get an air 
conditioner RHD dash with the air vents 
incorporated, so a unit was fitted under 
the glove box at this time. Ross owned 
a car air-conditioning company, so this 
made sense. 

Nick, who I purchased it from, was the 
third owner, who I believe purchased it 
in about 2020. 

I have not done anything to it except 
for service and even though it has had a 
second coat of paint and looks nice and 
shiny, up close, it has a few stone chips 
and the odd scratch, which in some way 
is a good thing, as it means I am not too 
precious when it comes to a club run 
when the weather looks dodgy.  

Its steering rack needs some attention, 
but is more something I feel, than being 
a safety issue. I would like to get the 
under bonnet and engine bay looking 
a bit better, but it is not too bad. All 
up I am very happy with the purchase 
and intend to enjoy it for a long time to 
come. 

On joining the Club, Marie and I were 
immediately welcomed into the E F 
& GT Register and have had some 
amazing times and made some great 
friends along the way. 

We really like the social side and there 
have been great gatherings for, lunches, 
dinners and Christmas functions, along 
with runs on some of South Australia’s 
great driving roads.

I also particularly like our visits to 
private car collections, car museums, 
classic car restoration companies and 
member garages, even when there 
might be only one car to see. 

Gordon & Marie Elley - 1969 E-Type (S2)

Photo: Tailem Bend Raceway

Photo: Bay to Birdwood (2023)

Gordon & Marie Elley - 1969 E-Type (S2)



PAGE 9THE OFFICIAL MONTHLY MAGAZINE OF THE JAGUAR DRIVERS CLUB OF SA

Gordon & Marie Elley - 1969 E-Type (S2)
Highlights include, but not limited to 
our 2022 away run to Mintaro, joining 
the Vic’s on their 2nd attempt at The 
E Type Diamond Anniversary run to 
Mt Gambier, with over 50 E Types in 
attendance. Visiting Jeremy Cordeaux 
car collection, and visits to Finch and 
Marque Restorations workshops. I also 
like going to club members own garages 
and workshops, and always enjoy Peter 
Thomas and Alan Baker’s workshops. 
Just recently we had a up close and 
personal guided tour of all the very 
expensive and luxury cars at Zagame 
Automotive. 

For most of my life I have had an interest 
in all things mechanical, including 
planes and trains, but have always loved 
motor bikes, cars and motor racing. 

When I left school, I completed a 4-year 
apprenticeship as a motor mechanic, 
however once qualified I did not ever 
work as one but did work in many 
jobs that the trade qualification helped 
me get, including becoming a vehicle 
appraiser, oil rig worker and a job in a 
small equipment hire business. 

It was the hire industry that caught my 
attention and became my career. I was 
involved in it for over thirty-five years 
including 30 years of owning our own 
businesses, Event and Party Hire for 12 
years and Equipment Hire for 18. 

Marie studied to become a secondary 
school teacher, specialising in Home 
Economics and Textiles.  

We both retired a couple of years ago and 
made a sea/tree change to Hindmarsh 
Island. 

My first car was a 1968 Mazda 1500 SS, 
next a V6 Capri, followed by a 74 LH 
Torana. But my favourite was my 1977 
Ford XC 5.8 2 door. All between 1974 and 
1980. The XC was probably the last true 
Mussel car that Ford Australia produced. 
After that my sensible side kicked in and 
I purchased an HG Holden Kingswood, 
which was much more practical, but not 
as much fun. Marie’s first car was a Mini. 
Between us we owned 3 Mini’s. 

Much later in life I was able to purchase a 
2002 996 Porsche 911 Carera which sits 
proudly next to the E Type. There is also 
a couple of Motor Bikes that also hold 
my attention. Marie would love a TD 
MG but unfortunately or fortunately, 
there is no room in the garage. 

When I mentioned to Marie, that I was 
going to buy an E Type, she immediately 
said, “well you will sell the Porsche”. 
Common sense prevailed and we still 
have both. I think she likes the Jag much 
more and doesn’t hesitate when asked if 
she would like to do Club Runs, the Bay 
to Birdwood or All British Day. 

I have been lucky enough to have driven 
the Jag, on two occasions at The Bend 
motor racing circuit, at a respectable 
pace, given its age. The Porsche however 
has done quite a few track days, at a 
slightly more spirited pace. I have also 
ridden my 1198 Ducati around Phillip 
Island and raced Super Karts at Mallala 
(including with my son for several years) 
and Winton. 

Thank you to all who have welcomed us 
into the Club. 

Best Regards 
Gordon and Marie Elley 

Editor: Thank you for the great story. I didn't 
know you had a motor bike - a very powerful 
one at that. Please be careful. there are some 
pretty bad drivers on our roads.

Gordon & Marie Elley - 1969 E-Type (S2)


