Interview - Evan Spartalis

OandA
Evan Spartalis:
Life Member No. 230

What made you decide to become a
motor mechanic?

My father was a maintenance aircraft
fitter. He worked at the RAAF base
at Mallala during WW2. After the
war he started a used car business on
Main North road. So, I was exposed
to motor cars at a very young age,
and I guess that is where my interest
started.

Your first job as a Mechanic?

I worked at Fairway Ford and went
to night school for 6 years. I then
worked as a mechanic at various Ford
dealerships

Where else did you work?

I did stints at various garages and
workshops including “Double 6
Developments’ managed by Chris
Waldock and Reg Lee, repairing
Jaguars.

Then you set up your own business?

Yes, I then started my own workshop
and I moved into the property at Kent
Town in 1989.

I stayed there until January 2020
when I moved to the workshop at
Tania Avenue Windsor Gardens.

What was your first car?
1938 Morris 8/40.

Can you remember your first
encounter with a Jaguar?

As a little kid I went to Sydney in a
Mk V. Overtime my dad owned a lot
of Jaguars. In 1967, dad left the car
business and went into real estate.
Over a 10-year period he purchased
three new Jaguars (XJ6).

Evans 1997 Sapphire Blue 3.2 litre X] X300
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Interview - Evan Spartalis (cont)

What cars do you currently own?
I have a: -

Mark 2 that I am currently
converting from an automatic to a
manual.

420 that I recently bought from a
long-term club member.

Mark VII M that I used to race. I
bought it in 1965, nearly 60 years
ago.

An X300 that has done almost
250,000 km and still going strong.
It doesn’t miss a beat.

Series 1 XJ6, 4.2L manual.
1965 E-Type Series 1 4.2L coupe

Porsche 911, Thunderbird,
Mercedes 380SL, BMW 5 Series,
Ford Maverick.

You have been in the club 50 years
now. What do you remember in
particular about those early days of
the club?

Our Jaguars were our daily drive.
We drove them in motorkhana's, hill
climbs, AIR (Adelaide International
Raceway), Mallala, etc and then cleaned
them up to enter the cars into both,
ours and National concours.

There was always large attendance at
club events, border runs and National
Rallies. They were great days.

Did you start a family before or after
the club started?

Simone was born in 1976. We used to
put her in the carrier basket in the back
of the XJ6.

You used to race cars. Who else raced
Jaguars and where?

I raced the Mk 7 at Mallala for 20 odd
years. It had an E-Type motor and was
a very fast car. They also had regularity
trials where you tried to lap at a set
time.

Barry Kitts raced an X]J while Chris
Waldock, Peter Norris, and Michael
Finnis raced E-Types.

The Mark 7 was very reliable. I used to
drive it to the race track, race it, and
then it drive home.

Any race car related stories?

It was fun watching everyone spinout. [ &
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Evans 1954 Mark VII M fitted with an E-Type Engine
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Interview - Evan Spartalis (cont)

Have you been a member of any other car
club?

= Sporting Car Club,
= MG Car Club.

» Started American Drivers Club in
1977 together with another member.

* Have been a CAMS Steward for many
years.

Your fondest memories of owning a
Jaguar or Classic car?

Taking the Mark 7 up the Collingrove Hill
Climb.

Of all the vehicles you have owned and
you could only have one returned, which
car would you choose?

Well, I still have most of them. Probably
the Mark 4, 2.5 litre sedan. I used it all the
time and I should have kept it.

Any funny motoring or club experiences?

It has always been fun. Just going on club
runs.

We went to Tasmania National Rallies
twice and in a separate trip to Tasmania,
we went in the Series 1 XJ6 and travelled
2,400km in 2 '/, weeks.

Anything else you would like to add?

When I was in the MG Car club, I had an
Austin A60 with an 1800 MGB engine.
Used to race it at Lanac Park dirt race track
located near Mt Compass. Lot of fun.

I attended the very first Sporting Car Club
“Climb to the Eagle” and have only ever
missed one year. It is great catching up
with old friends.

Thank you Evan for your time, photos
and the memories.

Evans latest acquisition - a 1968 0ld English White 420
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